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SIR # 11
Section 1: General (Section:)

1. How old are you?

19 years old.
2.Where do you live?
Kullorsuaq.
3. Who do you live with? 

My parents, my son, my siblings and my nephew.
4. How many children do you have?

One.
5. What is your education?

I am not getting an education as of now because I got a child early.
I have finished public school grade 10.
6. What do you do for a living?

I am looking for a job now.
Section 2: Opinions about Sex, Pregnancy and Contraception (Section:)

1. What are some reasons young people in Kullorsuaq decide to have sex? 
I don’t know, I got pregnant while I still were in school in ten grade. I was just having good time with a man, maybe I can say that. 
2. What do you think are some reasons young people in Kullorsuaq decide not to have sex? 

Maybe young people here say, I don’t want to have sex to avoid STD’s but if they use contraception they would be okay, but maybe they just don’t want to have sex.
3. What do you think are some reasons young people in Kullorsuaq decide to use contraception (like condoms, birth control pills, Depo-Provera, etc.) to prevent pregnancy?

Maybe, young people here are more into getting an education, maybe because it is harder to get a job here. 
4. What do you think are some reasons young people in Kullorsuaq decide not to use contraception to prevent pregnancy? 

I think, I got a child in 2013, then in 2012 I wanted to get pregnant and therefore didn’t use contraception, but I was a child, I was too young.
MDR: Why did you want to get pregnant? I lost the first one when I got pregnant in 2012, I was 16 years old then I got a child when I was 17 years old. 

MDR: So because you have lost the first one, you wanted to get pregnant again and did not use contraception? Yes, but I want to use contraception now because I want to go to school and get an education.
5. What do you think are some reasons that young people in Kullorsuaq decide to delay parenting until after their teenage years? Or opposite; decide to become parents as teenagers?

Maybe, I did not get further schooling after public school like boarding school while I was young. Maybe, some don’t want to get pregnant because they want to go to school.
6. How are reasons for both using and not using contraception different for females versus males? For example, why might a female want to use contraception to prevent a pregnancy? And why might a male want to use a condom or have the female he is having sex with use contraception to prevent a pregnancy? 

I haven’t used too much contraception and also because I haven’t heard too much about contraception.

MDR: Why do you want to use contraception now? Because I don’t want to have a child again just yet. 
Section 3: Personal Understanding About Sex, Pregnancy, and Contraception (Section:)

1. How did you learn about sex? Who taught you about sex? 

When I still was in school I wrote to someone if he could be the one to have sex with for the first time, like that, then because my classmates already have tried to have sex then I also wanted to try.
My ex-boyfriend the one I have a child with taught me about sex.
2. What did you learn about sex? 

I learned that if condoms are not used then STD’ are contracted and if contraception is not used then one falls/get pregnant.
3. How did what you learned about sex when you were young differ from what you understand about sex today? 

Now I know more, compared to when I got my boy-friend early and till now, I may have been too young when I got my boy-friend and till now; I learned a lot such as contraception, STD’s and such.
Now, they first ask whether or not I have STD’s, do you use contraception.
4. What did you learn when you were young about what happens when a female gets pregnant? How did you learn this? 

When I got pregnant, I realized that it doesn’t take much before I cried or get upset/angry, I get easily angry then cried, that is how I was when I first got pregnant.
5. How did/do you learn about contraception? What did/do you learn about contraception? 

We were given lessons about contraception in school but it was first when I went to the doctor that the doctor made sure I really understand about pills where one can get pregnant immediately, planul is not good because one can get intense menstruation and the needle Depo-Provera makes one gain in weight.
The books in school about contraception provides learning but I learned more specifics about contraception’s at the doctor because the doctor explained when relevant.
6. Did/do you use contraception? Why or why not? 

I am waiting to get my menstruation period so that I can get the Depo-Provera.
I don’t want to get pregnant again.
7. Describe the kinds of relationships you see in Kullorsuaq. Are they healthy or unhealthy? What makes them healthy or unhealthy? 

Relationships, here the young people are wandering too much around, they leave each other and com back together way too often, that could be hard to bear sometimes. My partner and I have left each other often and get back together immediately and so on, maybe we couldn’t live without each other and love each other and not love each other, it was like that.
I saw it as not healthy.

After I got a child in March 2013 until now, what I have heard and seen from my ex-partner, all the time I was beaten I have just hidden them inside, I also had “stone” in my body. My problems which I couldn’t talk about has affected my body.
8. Please describe one experience or more than one experience that had a strong influence on your feelings about sex?

I can’t think of any of that sort.
9. Please describe one experience or more than one experience that had a strong influence on your feelings about pregnancy and having children? 

I was easily upset/angry when I got pregnant. When I had my child I was not getting easily upset/angry anymore. I was already just as I am now.

I got happy when I got my child, a boy.
10. Please describe one experience or more than one experience that had a strong influence on your feelings about your use of contraception? (For males - Please describe one experience or more than one experience that had a strong influence on your feelings about using a condom or having your partner/girlfriend/wife use contraception). 

I have used this Depo-Provera after I had my child until February this year. When I started having regular menstruation periods then when I started to use Depo-Provera sometimes I just don’t get my menstruation periods and sometimes I was flooded during my menstruation periods, that is how I have experienced that.
I was not emotionally affected by it.

Section 4: Relationships (Section:)

1. What do you think males and females in Kullorsuaq want in a relationship? What are the differences/similarities in what males want to have in a relationship versus females? 

Here, controlling and limiting your partner by telling the partner not to look at someone, don’t write with some one, don’t go to the club and such are what, I have experienced those. For example, I wasn’t allowed to use Facebook, go to the club, go to dance, go out for a walk, those I have experienced from my ex-partner.
I never did such things to him, if I ever tell him to do anything he would get violent and beat me.
2. What makes someone desirable? What are the differences/similarities in what makes a male desirable versus a female? 

I notice the faces, but I first want to know whether or not he is in love or have a partner or not, if he is love and if he thinks I am pretty and I think he is pretty then we fall in love, like that.
I always ask first how he is, like, maybe he loves someone else though I love him and she doesn’t love him or something like that.

MDR: Do you ask them if they have a job, a place of their own?

I know people who live here but I don’t know about those from the south, how they are.

3. What makes someone a good partner? What are the differences/similarities in what makes a male a good partner versus a female?

My ex-partner I used to tell him that though he is a man, he still can do the dishes, wash the floor, clean the house or partake in caring for the child, you can do those it doesn’t matter whether you’re are a man or woman – they are tasks. Yes, that would make him a good partner, now that we are in year 2015 men can do dishes, laundry, wash the floor and it is not only for women to do.
Maybe it would be better if partners having a good relationship and like a team, be happy thought there can be arguments some days to be able to talk together would be better.

There are differences, for example I have had a partner which is not a good person that beats up, who can’t do anything and can’t help.
4. What makes a relationship good? What makes you happy in a relationship?

When we are with my son, all three of us, it is much better, we laugh and are happy, go for a walk together. My ex-partner and I have never been able to take a walk together with my son, we always just stayed home, never went to the club – that was not nice.
MDR: Do you have a partner now? No.
5. What are some problems that come up when trying to develop a relationship? 

I don’t know, my ex-partner and I have wished to get engaged, so we can raise our son but it was never so because my ex-partner, he was always jealous towards other men, if they look towards me, then he would say that I am writing with him and do whatever with him, he was like that.

My ex-partner’s behavior never changed, he was always just wandering around, having affairs with all sort of women, he was always like that, we parted ways many times. I have now chosen to leave him for good.
6. In which way do males and females in Kullorsuaq support each other in their relationships? 

Since when I started having boy-friends my parents never supported us.
I have supported my partner by telling him that he could go to the club or look after our son the I can go to the club, like that but he always just says no.
7. Why do you think someone in Kullorsuaq stays with a partner who does not treat them well? (by doing things like lying, going around with other people, not communicating with them).

Maybe they can’t live without with each other and can’t’ live with each other. Even though they may get beaten, here most people are like that, where the partner hits or alcoholic, one that gets angry and can’t do anything, some may just stay with because they are afraid of them.
8. What are your options to find a good partner?

I think now that I want to move on, have another partner, one that is loving, intimate, supportive like that.
MDR: Can you find one like that here? Maybe not.

MDR: So your options here are not good? Yes, I will have to go to school/get an education somewhere else.
9. Where do people find partners in Kullorsuaq?

People from Kullorsuaq are mainly with someone from here, young people, they find each other here, young people.
10. How do people date in Kullorsuaq? What do they do? Where do they go? 

Maybe, the men are those who look mostly after women.

We go to the club, dance, take a walk and play ghost – we paint our faces and try to scare others when are outside in the evening.

11. If you had a chance to give relationship advice to a young person in Kullorsuaq what would you say to them? Is there a difference in what you would say to a male versus a female? And if there is a difference what is it and why? 

Maybe, it is better to talk together, all the time, when the problems occur then talk together, that is maybe better.
They shouldn’t be so jealous then living together would become better.
12. Where did you learn about relationships? Who or what taught you about relationships? 

I have always been here in Kullorsuaq. I learned while I was living with my partner.
Section 5: Love (Section:) 

 1. Describe what you believe romantic love is and what it involves. 

This year is the first time I have experienced that nice experience, we hike in the mountains alone three days in a row and I think that is the best I have experienced while having a partner, us to alone.
2. How did you learn about the type of love you just described? 

It is the first time I have felt that. We went to berry picking and we had such a good time we kept doing that.
3. Describe how you met your most recent or current partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend? 

I met him while I still attended public school and I just left him not long ago, I have a child with him. He is older that me and I met him here, he was drunk. The first time I met was outside, we were friends, then we fell in love.
4. Discuss how your most recent or current relationship compares to your ideal loving relationship. 

My ex partner and I used to have some dreams but we were unable to make them come true.
MDR: Were your dreams too far from reality? They were obtainable but we were fighting each other too often.
5. What do you like about your current/most recent relationship? 

I prefer having a partner where we alone can go hiking or go for a walk.
6. What do you not like about your current/most recent relationship? 

Fighting and jealousy are those I dislike the most, for example: you looked at that other man, why did you look at him – such things.
7. Discuss the importance to you of staying in your current relationship. 

Because she is single now, the question is rephrased to: Why did she leave her partner, why is she not in the relationship anymore?
It was explained in the previous questions why she no longer is with her partner.
8. Can someone have sex without loving the person they are having sex with? What is your opinion about this? 

Maybe people from are more like that, just to have sex with someone, they do that. Maybe they have a partner and have sex with others, they do that.
I don’t think it is good, if I while I am single try to disrupt other people’s partnership, like if I go to man with partner and end up having sex, while he still is in a partnership, that is what people often/mainly do here.

Section 6: Intimacy (Section:)

1. How are you and your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend intimate with each other? 

I don’t think I have ever experienced intimacy since I started having a partner.
2. Describe the different between being sexually intimate with someone verses being emotionally intimate with someone? 

Maybe only, that when we make a mistake we start laughing and laugh together, laughing might be the only one I have felt as intimate.
3. Under what circumstances have you felt closest to your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend? Why was this? 

Maybe when we got a child, that would be it. We have named our child after our friend who has committed suicide.
4. Describe when your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend has attempted to make you feel better? Was he/she successful at making you feel better? Why or why not? And did this create more intimacy in your relationship? Why or why not? 

Not long ago he has said, let us get engaged, we will order them, but he couldn’t keep what he said. I have asked come on when are you going to order the rings when are we going to get engaged? He does do anything. He didn’t succeed, because he promises and can never keep his promises. It didn’t create more intimacy because he doesn’t keep his promises.
5. In what way or ways did your intimate relationship with your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend influence your decision to have children? 

My partner has not decided that we should have a child, I decided to have a child, my grandfathers were sad when I lost the first one, they wanted me to keep the child. Then when I got pregnant they were thankful and then they got their great grandchild and they love the child and I have decided that when I got pregnant.

It was not planned it was more a result of sexual relationship between me and my partner and I decided to keep the child when I got pregnant again. 
6. How did having children influence the intimacy in your relationship with your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend?

The only thing is, that we were happy about when we got our child.
Section 7: Experiences in Relationships (Section:)
1. Discuss a situation in which you and your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend disagreed about something? How did you resolve the conflict? Describe how you and your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend resolve conflict? 

For example, when I say that I want to go to dance, then he would say you are not going to dance you might just have sex with someone else. Sometimes I can leave him because I really love dancing.
When we get back together then he wont talk about it again but when he gets angry then he would repeatedly talk about, why I didn’t just stay with him then, why did you go dancing.

Sometimes, when I decide not to go dancing then he mood gets better and then he is pleased. 
2. Describe one or more than one experience with your partner/spouse/girlfriend/boyfriend that you felt was hurtful, or violent or abusive? 

Sometimes he beats me, hits me on my head, body and it was the most painful while I was pregnant he hit me on my stomach after it got big, just by being suspicious.
3. How did this experience or experiences influence your relationship?

I start wanting to leave him, because he beats me.
4. How did this experience or experiences influence your decision to have children? 

When I got pregnant I wanted to get an abortion but I felt sorry for my grandfather and kept the child. He has beat me from the beginning of our relationship until now, he can’t stop it. I have thought about not having a child with him but because I kept the child, it was okay.
5. How did this experience or experiences influence your feelings or thoughts about sex? 

I made me want to leave him because he is like that, because he beats me, it is better to leave him. The I have wanted to leave him myself, thinking that it may be better if I left him, I could look for another, a man who isn’t violent. I didn’t feel like having sex with him because he beats me.
6. If the experience/experiences happened after you had children how was your parenting influenced? In what ways did these experiences impact your family?

He has beat me in front of our son while he was growing up, beating me, and now that my boy is older he has learned to hit, maybe he learned by watching.
MDR: How old is your son? 2 years old. Now when my son gets angry he tries to hit and bite.

7. How did you heal from this experience/experiences? What did you do? Who did you talk with? Where did you go? Or why does this experience still hurt you and make it difficult for you to heal?

I tell my friend and my friend tells my ex not to hit me, she can’t hit you back she is a woman, you are stronger because you are a man your partner can’t hit you she is not so strong.
When I start thinking about my problems I start having stomach ache, I am over my boyfriend and have left him for good. But the problems I have had a hard time talking about when I think of them that is when I get stomach ache. 
8. What have you learned about intimacy in relationships because of this experience/experiences that you discussed? 

I am thankful that I got a partner early while I still were in school and until now I have learned many things such as when I tell my friend he did this to me today then my friends give me advice about what to do, I learned a lot by it.
Section 8: Values (Section:)
1. What is the value of sex in your life? 

It can be important when wanting a child.
2. What is the value of using contraception or condoms? Why is/or isn’t this important to you? (For men: What is the value of your partner/spouse/girlfriend using contraception or you to use condoms?)

It is important to use contraception, use condoms if not on the contraception.
It is important for me because now I want to go back to school therefore I want to get contraception again.
3. What is the value of having children in your life? 

I am thankful that I have a child, it makes me very happy, my child is important for me but it may not be good that I had my child so early before I went to school.
Section 9: Sex, Children and Relationships

1. What is the explanation of the sexual affairs outside someone’s primary relationship/partnership? What contributes to people in Kullorsuaq having sexual affairs? What kind of impact does this have on the families and people living here in Kullorsuaq? 

I have had sexual affairs many times and I have been honest with my partner telling him that I have kissed or been with this man whilst I lived with you. It is not good because it results in violence where my partner beats me up.
MDR: What did you feel like having sexual affairs? For example, maybe I saw someone handsome today then I text him that I want to visit him and text me back that I should come visit and when I visit him I would text my partner that I am living him because he was such and such, because you have sexual affairs but probable because I am the one having affairs.

Maybe being drunk contributes to wanting to have affairs because it is easier to ask someone and wanting someone while drunk. Some are like that only while they are drunk, and they may get STD not knowing that they have been with someone, like that, having been senselessly drunk.

It worst for the partner, for example my partner is at the fishing place and that Friday evening I went to dance and I have sexual affair while my is away, that is the worst.
MDR: How about if the one you have sexual affair with have a family, what is the impact? Maybe if someone have heard than she would be angry or tell everyone asking them to tell my partner or something like that.
2. How shall we understand the pregnancies where the child grows up without their biological father or biological mother? What is the explanation of this?

Mostly the woman has the child and when she gets a new man then the child starts calling that man for his father. Maybe most are born out of wedlock, the one they call for father is not their biological father. Maybe because she gets pregnant without living with the man for example while she was drunk or having an affair.
3. How does a child growing up without their biological father or mother influence people having and raising children in Kullorsuaq?

I envy those who have partner that partakes in bringing the child up, who doesn’t have a child born out of wedlock. I feel sorry or my son to receive child support though we don’t live together.
MDR: What is there to feel sorry about getting child support? I feel sorry for children born out of wedlock, since I grew up I have felt sorry for them who doesn’t live with their father whilst I lived with my father.

MDR: What are you sorry for exactly now that you don’t live with his father anymore, what are you sorry about according to you? Because he now is one born out of wedlock like that.

MDR: But he became one born out of lock with or without child support. Now he is registered as one that need to receive child support from his father because we don’t live with him anymore.

MDR: You do know that when you don’t live with the father whether or not he pays child support that he would be born out of wedlock? Yes.
MDR: How does the child support payments make your son more vulnerable? No that it is only that he is born out of wedlock that I feel sorry about.

MDR: Okay, do they first get registered as born out of wedlock when they start paying child support? No, when the parents don’t live together.
4. What is your opinion about planned versus unplanned pregnancy?

To get unplanned pregnant and have surpassed the time for abortion is not good, it is hard, one needs to have contraception if they don’t want to get pregnant.
Planned pregnancy, after having finished school must be better.
5. Who decides what happens to the pregnancy when someone gets pregnant? For example, is it both mother and the father? Only the mother? Only the father? Or someone else? Why is this? And how does who make the decision about a pregnancy influence whether or not someone will have a child? 

Mainly women, then if they ask the man whether or not to keep the child then they would respond with that it is up to the woman.
It is mainly the parents to be who decides what to do.
MDR: How about if a child/young woman 14-15 years old gets pregnant, who decides what happens? The young girls parent would decide or the young girl, here maybe we are too behind (not keeping up with time). If she gets pregnant while 16 years old then she will decide that she wants to keep the child and go through with the pregnancy, insisting that the parents have no say. But here those who just had a confirmation got pregnant they got an abortion immediately, I haven’t heard if it was the parents who took the decision. 
6. How do you describe a healthy pregnancy?

Maybe if the partner doesn’t make living bad because after pregnancy it can become painful. One of my friends here has moved to Qaanaaq and she is experiencing the same and we talk together and write to each other, having problems. It turns out that my friend also is aching after she have had her child.
MDR: What is hurting, the heart or the body? Hurting on the body, maybe because of the problems.

Section 10: Life Timeline (Section:)

1. Please draw a life time line to show the important events that have occurred in your life from the time you were born until the present. Please discuss with us in what ways these events are important to you. 
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Negative she wrote 14 years old on the paper but said 16 years old in 2012, which she later corrected to 2010: Her friend committed suicide, her best friend the one she was closest with, she was a family but called each other friends. She committed suicide I was very devastated. The first line was a mistake. I had just had my confirmation when she committed suicide, I never forget her.
Positive 17 years in 2013: I gave birth to my child and then I named him after my friend. My sons name is Preben, my friends name is Qulutak and some of his name was Jørgen and that is the name I gave my son among others, we call him Preben.

Those are the ones I will never forget.

MDR: Has there been anything else in your life that is important for you? Are you parents well?

They are alcoholics, they drink every week-end.

MDR: How about your grandparents are they well?

Yes.

MDR: Have you experienced other important things in your life, negative or positive?

Maybe those I mentioned are the only important things I can’t forget. 
ER: Could you ask her, maybe she talked about this, what she wants to do, like, does she want to stay here a work, what is her short term plan for her life?
MDR: She has mentioned that she wants to use birth control pills because she wants to go to school.

JD: I want to become an arts and crafts person.

MDR: She can go to arts and crafts school in Nuuk where they learn different techniques within arts and crafts. Have you already sent an application?

JD: No, I first want to send an application next year, to prepare I have just started informing my family that I want to get an education.

ER: Will she take her child with her?

JD: No, his grandmother takes care of him, like when I go other places to work such as to Royal (Greenland) in Uummannaq where I went to work, she cared for him.

MDR: Is that the one you just mentioned as an alcoholic, is she the one caring for her?

JD: Yes, she gets drunk every Friday but now she has stopped drinking because she had a child not long ago, but her child died, she doesn’t drink but my father drinks but only in the week-ends.

MDR: Has your mother stopped drinking?

ER: When did she realize that her parents were alcoholics?
JD: Since I became aware about 6 or 7 years old that they drink alcohol.

MDR: Then did they only drinks in the week-ends or on a daily basis, surely there is a difference?

JD: They were drinking every day.

MDR: Both of them?

JD: In the beginning it was only my father who used to drink and get drunk then maybe in 2010 my mother started to drink to get drunk.

MDR: If you could have an opportunity to bring your child, would you then bring him?

JD: Yes.

MDR: Some of the school have that opportunity, that is why I asked. Do you also drink to get drunk?

JD: No.

MDR: It is not easy to know; we follow what we see.
ER: We have heard that Kullorsuaq is dry settlement, so there is no alcohol here, but we heard a lot that people make it. Can she talk about that, like what has been her observation about how people get alcohol here and kind of what they do, like do they drink all week or just on the week-ends? Because I haven’t witnessed, I haven seen anybody drunk here but I hear about it.

JD: They use yeast you can buy for baking, that is what they use and brown sugar. They drink up that immiaq in a day, they get drunk, pass out and then they have no more.

ER: Do people make their own alcohol or does somebody and then people come to that person and buy it, like are there certain people who make alcohol that they buy it from?
JD: Here most people have started to make their own immiaq, they have learned that from each other.

ER: But her mother doesn’t drink after she had her miscarriage as much. MDR: It was not a miscarriage it was after birth. ER: The baby wasn’t strong enough? MDR: I don’t know it is very strong detail to ask about, for it is not hers. ER: Right, I was just wondering if her mother drank during the pregnancy and that is part of why the baby died.
JD: I first heard about my mother’s pregnancy right before I left for Uummannaq, I didn’t know when she has gotten pregnant and when was supposed to give birth. She gave birth six months into her pregnancy, but the child only lived for 5-10 minutes then died. In March 2006 she had a child, a handicapped child which died in May and she the child the same way again.
MDR: Do you know if she has been drinking while she is pregnant?

JD: I don’t know that.

ER: How old was her mother when she her?

JD: She is the first born, her mother was 17 years old when she got her.

MDR: You also had your child at 17 years old. Your mothers mother, do you know how old she was she got your mother?

JD: I think she was 28 years old.
MDR: Is your mother youngest or does she have older siblings?

JD: My mother is the number two child.

MDR: The reason for me asking about your grandmothers age when she got your mother was to determine whether or not it is a family tradition to get children at early age.

ER: Did she talk at all about what she thinks about people or girls having children so young?

JD: Now those who had confirmation last time already have partners, I don’t know why. I now have started saying, it is okay let them have their life as they want.

ER: Because I heard a lot in several different contexts, this concept of its everybody’s own decision, it is their life but they are only 14 or 15 and they are still kids in a lot of ways. There is just this philosophy that make their own decisions and it just curious because they are still just children and it is difficult for children to make good decisions about themselves when they are still so young. It is just more of an observation and I like her to comment on that.

JD: Here parents tell their children at that age 14 or 15 that they have to decide for themselves, for example if they don’t want to go to school then that is how it is, it is okay. The there are some who long for home then they come home though it was in the middle of the school year.

ER: Why does she think that is? 

JD: Maybe, they just don’t want the children to meet hardship.
ER: Did she feel pressured to have her children? We also heard that the parents pressure their children to have children, so I was wondering if she was.

MDR: She didn’t want to have her child with that man because he beats her up but when she had her miscarriage the previous year her grandparents were so sad they were hoping to get a great grandchild so for them she got it. I explained what I told you about her response. Do you have other questions?
ER: Just thank her because we can’t ask all these questions to everybody, so she like a golden jewel.
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