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A COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT

PHOTOVOICE

our Photovoice project consisted
of four sessions, each with a particular
goal and activity.

The first session was an information
session where parents and youth were intro-
duced to the concept of Photovoice using

a PowerPoint presentation and a presenter
to explain the purpose of Photovoice and
the methods to be used. Adults were in one
group while youth were in a separate room,
and were given a similar, though more age-

appropriate presentation.

Some topics discussed were the meaning

of community and why we take photos. This
was especially important to give the younger
participants an understanding of the purpose
of the project. Both groups were told that
participation in the project would require a
commitment to attend and fully participate in
all four sessions. At the end of the information
session youth and parents were asked if they
were interested in participating. Those who
chose to participate were asked to fill out a
release form to allow us to share their photos
with others.

The second session was an intro-
duction to photography. Two photographers
explained the artistic and technical elements
of photography and did a show and tell session
where they explained the elements in a photo
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using their own work as an example. When the
photographers had completed their presenta-
tion, participants were asked to choose one
photo from a wide variety of laminated photos.
They were then split into groups where they
discussed why they chose that particular
image and what it meant to them.The goal of
this exercise was to encourage participants to
get comfortable discussing photography and
also to start looking for and describing the
different elements of a photo.

Participants were given their cameras near
the end of this session and sent out on a scav-
enger hunt looking for different subjects and
items in the area. When they came back they
were separated into groups and again they dis-
cussed their photos. At the end of the session,
participants signed out their cameras so they
could work on their community photos before
the next session.The photographs to be taken
were intended to respond to two questions:

1) what do you like about your Ottawa commu-
nity? and 2) what would you like to change?

The third session consisted of a photo
review. Participants brought back the cameras
and the photos they’d taken during the week,
and described their photos. At this point they
were asked to explain what they thought were
their top two photos and why. The group also
had some input at this point, but ultimately the
choice for the top two photos was left to the
participant photographer.
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The fourth and final session
was a writing workshop and final wrap-up.
Participants were split again according to age
group with parents in one group and youth
in another. The groups took part in different
creative writing and descriptive exercises
aimed at encouraging free-form thinking and
expression. The participants then wrote
about their own photos describing not only
the photo'’s content, but also context and
what the photo meant to them.

The final product of the project was two
photographs taken and chosen by participants
with some input from the group.The individual
participants then wrote a descriptive para-
graph about each of the photos they chose.

The Photovoice process revealed a great deal
about the participants’ perspectives on living
in Ottawa’s Inuit community, and life in Ottawa
in general. In line with all Photovoice projects,
the focus was the impact photographs can
have in conveying powerful messages, and in
acting as a means for self-advocacy. While
participants were asked to be mindful of com-
position, lighting, framing, and focus, the
priority was ultimately to be the content of
the photo.The emphasis was always on the
message and story within the photo, not

the quality of the photograph itself.

One notable and unexpected result of this

project was the intergenerational dialogue
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that emerged. Parents and youth brought very

different perspectives of community to the
table, and this in turn led to discussions that
may not have emerged had the project been
done with one age group.The large group also
began discussing different issues depicted in
their photographs. Some themes that emerged
were the problems with traffic, environmental
degradation, lack of maintenance of recre-
ational facilities, lack of community activities
at night, and issues surrounding identity and
belonging. Many participants also focused

on Ottawa’s natural beauty and history as
sources of pride.

The different experiences and life stages of
participants most likely contributed to the
diversity of viewpoints presented in the final
photographs. This diversity also likely im-
proved the overall quality of the discussion.

The project resulted in many participants
feeling excited about the medium of photo-
graphy, and wishing to continue taking
photographs to express themselves. It also
seemed to increase awareness of certain
issues and fostered a healthy discussion
about different aspects of life in Ottawa'’s

Inuit community.

The photos that were taken as part of this
Photovoice project were shown in a com-
munity photography display in May 2009.
This exhibition was another opportunity
for participants and the community at
large to discuss the issues depicted in
the photographs. n»)
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“Jasmyn”

lu ths picture, Jasulyu s being herself She's out iu the city. She gefs fo be crazy. She
feels free fo be whoever she &, wherever she . She wasu't lke tHat when we were i
Labrador. | think she 9ot that frow we.

lu Labrador they Hink | should be who they thiuk | aw, aud | Hhiuk & was the sawe for
Jasuiyu. lu Ofawa we have awouyiudty. We dow't have fo worry about people saying
“Aow't Ao that!” or “dow’t do tHhat!" “You're uot being like everyéw/y elee”

photographer )) Holly Jarrett
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“Anonymous”

You dow't kuowr who tHhese people are. fou cau't identdfy thew. There's uo definction fo
who they are or where they have beeu. You lose a (e bit of who you are aud what
wakes you who you are i a city. ' luuk. You can't see Hat ' & wow, au luuk,

a Sister; a daughter: You dou't kot that these are wy chitdren. Because of the
auouyedty, we lose a liffle bit of who we are.

No-oue lroks we iu the face aud swdes to say “hells” here iu Ottawa, outside of
the luuct couwuntty. If 1 ee au luuk walking Ao the steet or ou the bus, | aluays
Speak o thew.

photographer )) Holly Jarrett
|
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Untitled

[ tried fo take a picture of the sun. | thought i would be like a beautiful affernoou but
everything was dark exeopt for the suu aud & was soo koot

photographer )) Christina (14 yrs)
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“Perceptions”

1 hope these words aud photos dlustrate a point aud could help ivoke a change for the
Getter: | auw iucludivg His secoud photo | auw calling & “Perceptions”. As you cau see i
1his photo; as you Lok at a photo your percepious cau Shft around as you fake i what
you have read, what you see, aud, howr he looks. When you cousider emy;%[«y Hat
happened fo wy sou, he found foy i sowething Siuple aud i Hat wowent the eveuts
of the tuo weeks we were ix CHEO disappeared for a wowent:

Thauk God we have the services of CHEQ in this city as | shuddler fo think what wight
have beeu had we lived sowewhere isotated or a suwall towu without Hhese Kinds of
services. The city aud proviuce are doing wany Hings right but obviously there are
SHL Soue Hings that ueed to be fied. | leave you with this photo:

photographer )) Brian Horvath
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“Katsua’s Brother Keenai”

What is happeuing? #'s loving we. #e affects wy lfe by waking we happy. #e &
SiHing in iy oA high chair for the first tie. Kaktua & happy that we adopted his
brother o they could be fogether. Cyuthia uow has tuv brothers.

photographer )) Katsua (4 yrs)
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“The City Builds Spaces for
Communities to Grow”

This space was provided for youth o coue aud 90; practicing their sport-iu their owrn
way, at their own pace. This skater has frieuds wadting their turn, willing fo cheer

a Successtul trick or ruefully Sycpathize with a Goil. Different overlapping sefs of
youth, (skaters, bikers aud taggers) all use tis space for their ackivtties with uo
apparent couflict; so there s art and activn going ou all over with wo featus,
uudiforeas or coaches requived.

photographer )) Jennifer Harris
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“Preventable Deaths”

Over the years ['ve heard different stories about houwr there's beeu Six or seveu deaths
that have occurred all over the King Ediuard strefeh siuce 1994 The wost receut was
a cowent truck tat got iu a collision with a swall Toyota Corolla Vehicle. The woman
lho as diving the car Aid wot wake it out alive. Before that; a seuior citizen got
Killed just by crossing at He intersection. Its sad just kuowing that i could all have
beeu preveated by re-routing tractor-traders. Traffic i general i the downtown
core (& a wayor sue.

photographer )) Glen Boyer
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“Trees in the City”

The frees iu grecu had colour all year. The other Frees are waiking fo bud later wheu
Succeuer & wear. Growing up together i a city field outside bouudaries aud feuces of
Sreel. This i what wakes all cities Geautiful.

photographer )) Gary Lewis
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